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Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests – Modified (CRCT-M)
Overview

O.C.G.A., Section 20-2-281, provides legislation for the development and administration of Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT) to measure student acquisition of the knowledge and skills set forth in the Georgia Performance Standards (GPS). Georgia law requires that the tests be administered to students in grades one through eight in the content areas of reading, English/language arts, and mathematics, and in grades three through eight in science and social studies.
According to federal regulations, all students, including those receiving special education services, must be assessed on grade-level content standards.  In April 2007, federal regulations gave states the option of developing and implementing an alternate assessment based upon modified achievement standards (AA-MAS) as part of the state’s overall state-mandated testing program.  The federal regulations allow states the flexibility of determining the grades and content areas in which the AA-MAS is provided. While an AA-MAS is an alternate assessment for students with disabilities, it must be on grade-level and based upon the general curriculum for that grade.   An AA-MAS is geared towards students who struggle, due to their disability, to demonstrate grade-level proficiency in the same timeframe as their peers.  Georgia has created the Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests - Modified (CRCT-M) as an avenue for these students to demonstrate what they have learned.  

Georgia developed the CRCT-M in grades three through eight in reading, English/language arts (ELA), and mathematics as its AA-MAS in compliance with these federal regulations.  The CRCT-M is available for students with disabilities who are receiving special education services through an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) and who meet the specific participation criteria for an AA-MAS. The CRCT-M assesses the same grade-level Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) as the CRCT.  These assessments follow the same testing blueprints, covering the identical content, as the CRCT for a given grade and content area.
Description
The CRCT-M program is a grade-level alternate assessment for eligible students who receive special education services.  Like the CRCT, it is designed to measure student acquisition of the knowledge, concepts, and skills set forth in the GPS. The testing program serves a dual purpose – to provide a diagnosis of individual student and program strengths and areas of improvement as related to instruction of the GPS, and a measure of the quality of education of students with disabilities in the state.  Assessments and reports yielding information on academic achievement at the student, class, school, system, and state levels will be produced for the CRCT-M.

The CRCT-M program uses items from the CRCT program.  The difference between the two programs comes from the enhancements to items and test format that have been added in order to make the test more accessible to students with disabilities.  To meet the needs of eligible students, additional scaffolds and supports have been added to the items from the general CRCT.  These scaffolds and supports include reducing the language load of test items and some of the reading passages, providing additional graphic organizers, adding hint boxes, accenting (i.e., by bolding, italicizing, etc.) key terms or concepts in questions, chunking test items within the reading passages in the reading subtest and by strand within the ELA and mathematics subtest.  In addition, test forms use increased font size, additional white space, and fewer test items per page. The total number of items on tests has been reduced. These scaffolds and supports should allow the student with disabilities to show what they can know and do within the general curriculum.
CRCT-M Content Areas and Domains

The CRCT Content Descriptions and the CRCT Student Guides are applicable to the CRCT-M program.  The tests cover the same GPS standards and are grouped into the same domains.  The CRCT-M in each content area has the same distribution of items across domains as the CRCT even though the number of items per test has been reduced.
READING: 

Literary Comprehension: grades 3-8

Reading for Information: grade 3

Information and Media Literacy: grades 4-8

Reading Skills and Vocabulary Acquisition: grades 3-8

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS:

Grammar and Sentence Construction: grades 3-8
Research and Writing Process: grades 3-8
MATHEMATICS:

Number and Operations: grades 3-8

Measurement: grades 3-6

Geometry: grades 3-8

Algebra: grades 3-8

Data Analysis and Probability: grades 3-8

The lengths of the tests have been reduced to give more time for students.  The following table shows the difference in the lengths of the CRCT-M and the CRCT.  Students in either test will encounter operational (OP) items (ones that contribute to the student’s score) and field-test (FT) items (do not count in student’s score). 
	Content Area
	Number of Items on Test

(OP=operational; FT=field-test)

	
	CRCT-M
	CRCT

	Reading
	30 OP and 10 FT
	40 OP and 10 FT

	English/Language Arts
	40 OP and 10 FT
	50 OP and 10 FT

	Mathematics
	50 OP and 10 FT
	60 OP and 10 FT


Participation Guidelines for the CRCT-M
As with the other tests within the state’s assessment program, the IEP team for a student with disability determines which test within the program would provide the best option for showing what the student knows and can do as a result of instruction. However, the federal regulations also require the state to develop participation guidelines for IEP teams to follow in order to assure the state’s AA-MAS is the appropriate assessment. 
The CRCT-M participation guidelines must take the following into consideration: the student must be instructed within the general curriculum appropriate for the student’s age/grade level, the student must have a standards-based IEP developed and implemented to meet the individual needs and to assist the student to make progress toward meeting grade-level expectations, and the IEP team is certain that, even with the most appropriate instruction, the student will not meet grade-level expectations of the content area within the year in which the test will be provided. Also, IEP teams must consider multiple types of data when making the decision for placement on the CRCT-M, and these decisions must be made for each content area assessed by the CRCT-M. 
To assist IEP teams in Georgia determining the appropriate state-mandated assessment, two documents are provided. The first document is a flowchart covering all parts of Georgia’s state-mandated testing program. This flowchart provides the characteristics of a student’s educational program that would lead from the general assessment (CRCT), with or without accommodations, to an alternate assessment, either the CRCT-M or the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA). If an IEP team determines that the CRCT is not appropriate for a student in grades three through eight, then the team must review the participation criteria for the CRCT-M and the GAA.  The second document is the participation guidelines for the CRCT-M consisting of four questions and five assurances to ensure that the CRCT-M is the most appropriate assessment for the particular student. Each of the questions must be considered separately for reading, English/language arts and mathematics. 

A student could, as determined by the IEP team, be tested utilizing one or more content areas of the CRCT-M and one or more content area of the CRCT.  For students participating on the CRCT-M, any section that is not assessed via the CRCT-M must be assessed via the CRCT.   This means that all students will have to take the CRCT in science and social studies.   

While the student may be assessed on either the CRCT or the CRCT-M for reading, ELA, or mathematics, a student whose IEP team determines that the GAA is appropriate, must be assessed via the GAA for all content areas. A student can move between the CRCT and CRCT-M for assessment, but not between the CRCT-M and the GAA.  
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CRCT-M Administration – Grades 3 – 8 in Reading, ELA and Mathematics

Students enrolled in grades three through eight whose IEP team has determined that the CRCT-M is the appropriate assessment may take the CRCT-M in reading, ELA, mathematics, or any combination of the three. All students must take the CRCT in the content areas of science and social studies, and must take the CRCT in any other area not assessed through the CRCT-M.  Students must take the CRCT-M and CRCT in the grade-level in which they are counted for FTE purposes; no out-of-grade testing is permitted. Through either the CRCT-M or the CRCT, students must participate in all content areas. 

Each content area CRCT-M consists of two sections; students are given a short break between sections. Time limits for each section are provided in Table 1.  It is recommended that only one content area   CRCT-M (consisting of sections 1 and 2) be administered in a single day. 

Accommodations

Accommodations may be provided for students participating in the CRCT-M.  The accommodations allowed on the CRCT are also applicable to the CRCT-M.  

The identification of appropriate accommodations follows the same process as the identification of accommodations for the CRCT, and must be documented through the IEP. The process for identifying appropriate accommodations is found in the GaDOE Accommodations Manual, and additional information is also found in the Assessing Special Populations chapter of Student Assessment Handbook.  Both of these documents are posted on the main testing page on the GaDOE website: http://www.gadoe.org/ci_testing.aspx
CRCT-M Testing Schedule
The CRCT-M will be administered during the same state-wide administration window as the CRCT.  The statewide CRCT window for the 2010-11 school year is April 4, 2011 to May 6, 2011.

The CRCT-M will require 5 days while the CRCT requires 9 days.  School districts will be allowed flexibility as to when to administer the CRCT-M.  The CRCT-M can be administered at the same time as the CRCT, or before the district’s CRCT window, or after the district’s CRCT window.  
Districts may also have flexibility in the order that the content areas are administered.  However, all students at a given grade in a system must take the same content area of the CRCT-M on the same day.  It is recommended that only one content CRCT-M be administered on a single day.  
Both sections of the CRCT-M content area test must be taken on the same day. It is only during make-up testing that a student may complete a section on another day due to time constraints. 

The time allowed for students on the CRCT-M is the same as that for the CRCT.  This should be adequate time for the overwhelming majority of students, especially since the CRCT-M content area tests have been shortened by 10 items.  
	Table 1: Timing of Each Section by Content

	Test
	Section 1*
	BREAK  approx. 10 minutes
	Section 2*

	Reading – CRCT-M
	45 – 70 minutes
	
	45 – 70 minutes

	English/language arts – CRCT-M
	45 – 70 minutes
	
	45 – 70 minutes

	Mathematics – CRCT-M
	45 – 70 minutes
	
	45 – 70 minutes

	Science – CRCT
	45 – 70 minutes
	
	45 – 70 minutes

	Social Studies – CRCT
	45 – 70 minutes
	
	45 – 70 minutes


*Testing should not be discontinued until 45 minutes have passed. If there are students who are still productively engaged in completing the section, testing should continue for the full 70 minutes. Unless specified in an IEP, students should have a minimum of 45 minutes and a maximum of 70 minutes to complete each section. 
Breaks between sections allow students time for snacks, restroom, lunch, etc. before beginning the next test section. Students may take a restroom break during the 10 minutes between sections if test materials are secured and an educator escorts and monitors students during this time.
Web Resources
Main testing webpage: http://www.gadoe.org/ci_testing.aspx
· Student Assessment Handbook

· Accommodations Manual

· State Testing Calendar

CRCT-M testing webpage: http://www.gadoe.org/ci_testing.aspx?PageReq=CI_TESTING_CRCTM
· CRCT Content Descriptions

· CRCT Student Guides

· CRCT-M Content Weights

· CRCT-M Parent Brochure

· CRCT-M Sample Items

· Presentations

As materials are developed during this inaugural year, more documents will be posted to the CRCT-M webpage.  Visit often.
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